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NIAGARA FRONTIER PUBLICATIONS
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Shine Studio
Ask for Toni

297-0181

A Milestone Video Production. Made possible by funds from…

THE GRANITE SHOP 
402-1046

“ Lori & Friends”“ Lori & Friends”
hosted by Lori Caso

LCTV  Channel 1301
April 26th - May 23rd

Pat Stack 1 & 2
So many tips - he needed 2 shows!

      

RAMBLIN’ LOU TOURS
“Travel with Friends” - Safety Together

CLASSIC 
COUNTRY

Visit WXRL.com for more details. Bus Pick-ups in N. Tonawanda & West Seneca
For a FREE brochure, call (716) 681-1313 Mon-Fri: 10am-4pm 

WXRL Streaming “LIVE” @ WXRL.COM

1-Day Tours - NEW
June 18 - Lucy Tour - (SOLD OUT) - see additional date Oct. 7
Aug. 2  NEW - Ron & Nancy Onesong - Country Legends 
                                Show/lunch/Cuba Cheese Shoppe - Cuba, NY
Sept. 22  NEW - Sprague’s Maple Farm - Turkey Dinner/Casino w/bonus

Oct. 7  NEW - Lucy Tour - Museum/Nat. Comedy Ctr/Lunch

Multi-day Tours
May 11-17 - Memphis/Graceland/Nashville/Grand Ole Opry
June 3-12  NEW - Black Hills, SD - Mt. Rushmore/Notre Dame
June 21-25  NEW - Cape Cod & Martha’s Vineyard/Whale Watch
July 6-9 - Frankenmuth/Mackinac Island/Casino
Aug. 31 & Sept. 1 NEW - (2 days) Finger Lakes/Skaneateles
                                Boat Cruise/Belhurst Castle
Sept. 8-12  NEW - Montreal & Quebec City
Sept. 14-16 - Ohio Amish/2 shows/Antiquing/Flea Mkt
Sept. 28-Oct. 4 - Memphis/Graceland/Nashville/Grand Ole Opry
Oct. 14-23 - WXRL HAWAII CRUISE   
Nov. 8-10 - Amish Holiday-Lancaster, PA - “Queen Esther” & Christmas Show
Nov. 14-21 - NEW - Caribbean Cruise
Nov. 26-30 - Nashville Country Christmas - Opryland Hotel/Grand Ole Opry

NTHS Wall of Fame Project holding ‘Party Like a Lumberjack’ event
BY MICHAEL DEPIETRO
Tribune Editor

The North Tonawanda High 
School Wall of Fame Project – a 
nonprofi t organization dedicat-
ed to revitalizing both the high 
school’s athletic and fi ne arts walls 
of fame – is holding a “Party Like 
a Lumberjack” celebration/fund-
raising event from 1-5 p.m. Sunday, 
May 2, at Brownies Sports Bar, 775 
Oliver St.

The cost is $25 per ticket, which 
provides entrance to the event, 
two drink tickets (domestic beers 
or mixed drink) and one appe-
tizer from a list of three options. 
Brownies will also offer regular 
food menu items and full bar ser-
vice. Masks will be required when 
patrons are not at the bar or their 
table. A limit of 75 total tickets will 
be available. 

The event will feature a basket 
raffl e with prizes donated by local 
sponsors. Only event attendees 
will be able to win prizes. Some 
basket offerings include: A Thur-
man Thomas autographed ball; a 
free night stay at Downs Resort 
Hotel (Batavia Downs); a $50 gift 
card for dinner and other prizes 
(Remington’s); a basket full of 
Platter’s chocolates and specialty 
items; a golf ball basket, including 
NT logo golf balls and other prizes 
(OnCore Golf); and gift cards to 
various NT restaurants.

To purchase tickets, contact 
Keith at 716-531-0436; John at 716-
529-7722; or email nthswof@gmail.
com. 

While the event will raise mon-
ey for phase 2 of the NTHS WOF 
project, it’s also a celebration of 
fundraising efforts thus far. Last 
fall, the group raised more than 
$34,000 to complete phase 1 of the 
project. The fi rst phase saw the 
installation of specially printed UV-
resistant window coverings, each 
designed to honor specifi c groups 
from the school’s athletic and fi ne 
arts programs. It also featured 
the installation of a state-of-the-art 
touchscreen panel that provides an 
interactive way to learn about ath-
letic and fi ne arts inductees (who 
each have their own page featur-
ing photographs, biographies and 
stats).

Now in the midst of phase 2, the 
group is celebrating the ahead-of-
schedule arrival of the brand new 
“Lumberjack Wall” – an impressive 
4-foot-by-6-foot, LED-backlit lum-
berjack logo seated on beautifully 
stained reclaimed wood panels, 
centered in the NT Athletic Wall of 
Fame hallway.

The organization’s founder, 
John Baran, said the wall was ini-
tially going to be installed in three 
stages, but one supporter’s very 
generous donation of over $4,000 
helped fast-track the installation. 

Baran says the whole display cost 
$17,000 in total – all raised through 
donations.

“I am very pleased, it has defi -
nitely exceeded my expectations,” 
Baran says. “As far as how the 
kids have responded, fi rst of all, 
(they say) it looks really cool. Sec-
ondly, we’ve been noticing quite a 
bit of activity on Facebook where 
seniors – like most recently, the 
girls volleyball team after their fi -
nal match … they did senior days. 
So, they had photos, and most that 
were taken were in front of the in-
stallation. We’re so thrilled to see 
it.”

As phase 2 continues, the group 
aims to install a similar wall piece 
along the Fine Arts Wall of Fame, 
featuring the department’s shield 
emblem. Additionally, the group 
wants to repurpose and update 

existing trophy cases for better 
display; create a hanging art gal-
lery to student artists; and create 
a display case to better showcase 
the school’s state championship 
plaques.

According to its website, the 
WOF project is meant to, “Inspire 
current NTHS students to get 
involved and participate by see-
ing the rich history and heritage 
of previous generations of NTHS 
students just like them who have 
achieved success.” 

The project was born after Baran 
noticed the WOFs were deteriorat-
ing and sought to honor the Lum-
berjacks – coaches, players, distin-
guished artists, etc., who had done 
so much to make NTHS a school 
worth being proud of.

Sadly, the Lumberjack commu-
nity has had to deal with the recent 

deaths of a pair of beloved former 
NTHS football coaches: Charles 
“Chuck” Ramsay and Frank “Fran” 
Burke. 

The outpouring of sorrow and 
words of support from former 
alumni on the WOF project Face-
book page demonstrates just how 
deeply engrained the Lumberjack 
tradition is. In a way, their passing 
underscores the importance of 
what the project seeks to accom-
plish: Preserving the legacies of 
those who came before. 

Baran wishes to extend thanks to 
committee members, all NT alum-
ni: Keith Miranto, Chet Wiech, 
Myron Annis, Rosie DeMart, An-
gela Donato Johnson, John Monte-
santi and retired teacher and base-
ball coach John Chiarmonte. 

“Without their tireless contribu-
tions of time and money, we’d not 
gotten anything done!” he says.

Additionally, he thanks Chuck 
and Liz Insalaco, two lifelong NT 
residents who, “Have made a huge 
difference, raising over $4,000 for 
the project while raising money for 
the NT Oliver Street Food Bank in 
parallel. I am blessed to have all of 
these people as dear friends.”

For those who can’t attend the 
event, donations can be made via 
the WOF website.

Additionally, Jamie’s Ice Cream, 
located at 1401 Nash Road, is sell-
ing a “Lumberjack” sundae fea-
turing vanilla custard, hot fudge, 
caramel and pretzel rod “logs” to 
represent the Lumber City’s his-
tory. The sundae is available for 
$5.95 with a portion of the pro-
ceeds benefi ting the WOF project.

For more information about the 
project, visit www.nthswof.com.

The North Tonawanda High School Wall of Fame Project is celebrating a 
brand-new “Lumberjack Wall” – an impressive, 4-foot-by-6-foot, LED-backlit 
lumberjack logo as it looks to complete phase 2 plans for the school’s athletic 
and fi ne arts walls of fame.

Work to continue at Wheatfi eld Veterans Memorial
BY TOM KONTAK

Larry Bell founded Bell Aircraft 
in Buffalo in 1935. Within a few 
years, prototypes, two Model “30”s 
were constructed as concept crafts. 
Bell moved engineering, testing 
and construction to Wheatfi eld in 
1940. The fi rst successful unit was 
produced in December 1942 fol-
lowed by the second unit in June 
1943 and the third in April 1945. 

With the need for wartime air-
craft ending, Larry Bell gambled 
on a civilian market for helicopters 
that would develop. If Bell could 
provide helicopters for the yet-to-
materialize market, he could fore-
see the survival of Bell Aircraft. 
The Bell “30” was the fi rst step into 
the future. 

In June 1945, work began on 

the new Model 47. Though primi-
tive in many aspects, it was a giant 
step forward. The “47” with a seat 
confi guration of two or three seats 
abreast, power coming from a six-
cylinder engine using a two-main 
rotor design of laminated wood for 
the main rotor, was developed. 

The COVID-19 outbreak has 
slowed progress of the Veterans 
Memorial under construction on 
the Wheatfi eld Town Hall campus. 
However, the Wheatfi eld Veterans 
Memorial Committee has not wa-
vered in its vision of honoring vet-
erans – past and present. Two new 
additions to the memorial are three 
new fl agpoles taking center stage, 
and the M-60A3 tank, which was 
formerly located at the Highway 
Department garage. 

The M-60 main battle tank, pro-
duced by General Dynamics Land 
Systems – which began develop-
ment in 1957 – entered service in 
1960 with a total of 15,000 being 
built. It was used in commands 
under the United States during Op-
eration Desert Storm in 1991 and 
allied forces from Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia. As of 2010, approximately 
900 units were still in service in 
Turkey and an additional 700 units 
in Israel. The U.S. Army phased out 
the M-60A3 tank in 1997, replacing 
it with the M1 Abrams.

The move and relocation to 
the new memorial site of the 
90,000-pound tank was quite an 
undertaking. We extend heartfelt 
thanks to Fran Barone, owner of 
Cambria Contracting Inc., for his 
work in making this move. The tank 
needs some TLC, which the com-
mittee will address as the months 
pass and the weather improves.

Please take a moment to check 
out the veterans display case in the 
Town Hall next to the courtroom 
doors. Pictures will give the view-
er a better idea of the helicopters. 
Content within the veterans display 
case will change in June, adding 
new pictures and content.

We are requesting the fi nancial 
support of the residents of Wheat-
fi eld, veterans and families to help 
us with the memorial project by 
sending a tax-deductible donation 
to Wheatfi eld Veterans Memo-
rial Inc., 2800 Church Road, North 
Tonawanda, NY 14120. Donations 
can also be made through the 
group’s GoFundMe page at www.
GoFundMe.com (search “ Wheat-
fi eld Veterans Memorial”). One 
hundred percent will go toward 
construction.

The committee thanks you in ad-
vance for your donation.
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